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“" PRESIDENT ARROYO ALLOCATES

P10-BILLION FOR POVERTY i
ALLEVIATION TOWARDS HUMAN RIGHTS

Highlighting the close interconnection between poverty and
human  righls, President Gloria  Macapagal-Arroyo  said
recently her administration will mobilize P19 billion {more
than 2000 USE)} in the povernment's 2008 national budget to
eradicate extreme poverly and "keep the cause of boman rights
alive."

"The world needs us to be compassionate fighters in the war
against poverty and terror, o keep the cause of Tumman rights
alive, to preserve a universal framework of human decenay
ad soeial justice” she said,

"We  musl address  the spawning ground  of  terrorist
recruitment — the specter of poverly,"” the President said in her
opening  address  at the  regional  workshop  on the
“listablishment  of  Mational  Moman  Rights  lnstitations
(NITHIAY in Asia i Masay ity o Maonday, Chctober 15,
2007, [See related aiticle)

She suid the independent Commission on Human Bights ol the
Philippines (CHRP} was a heacon for the Filipino’s dignity,
welfare,  peace  and  development.  "We  rospect the
Commission's independence, appreciate its human righls
advisories and recommendations, and acknewledge its role as
a watchdog of government's complivnce with hoaman rights
tready oblipations,” the President added.

The President stressed that "peace here is very much an issue
of niman rights, just as alleviating poverty is, our lop issue.”

The Presidemt also ordered priovity. devefopment support Eor
peace initiatives around the country.  She said, "I have
advanced the cuase of peace in Mindanao o oa new level of
enpagement, focused  on interfaith  dialogue,  cconomic
development and mutual security, We have done so with he
largest inlernational involvement possibile,

She said the governmenl’s record-on human rights is open to
serutinny. Referring to a current issue in the spotlight, she said,
"We deplore any and all killings of political activists and
Journalists, 1 have met personally with the  journalism
community and the same wilh human rights activists, We
share their outrape,” the President said.

F Asian countries have established WHRIs. Invited to tha
workshop were member states “which do not vet have
established NIRIs in accordance with the Paris Principles.”
These are Bangladesh, Blotan, Nepara Bronei Darvssalam,
Cambodia, China, Japan, North Korea, Laos, Myanmar,
Pakistan, Singapore, Vietnam, and Papua Mew Guinea, m

HE INSTEUMENTS UPDATE: The Philippine President
has ratified the 2™ Optional Protuce] w the International
Covenant on Civil and Poelitical Rights. 'This is consonant

wilh the AL 9546 Prohikiting the Tmposition of e Teath
Penalty (20060

ASIA REGIONAL WORKSHOP
RECOGNIZES VALUE OF NATIONAL
HUNMAN RIGHTS INSTITUTIONS

Participants at the Regional Workshop on Establishing National Huoman
Bights [nstilutions (MBI in Asia have adopted o stalemenl that
emphasizes the relevance of NHRIs as key actors in sirengthening human
rights promation and protection and recognizes the importance of taking
necessary mensuies in order 1o cstablish NHRIS in compliance with the
aris 'rinciples.

Bepresentatives fromm 13 countrics around Asia gathered for the regional
warkshop co-hosted by the Commisson on Human Rights Philippines
CCTIREY and ke Philippine Government, and the Qffice of the Tiph
Comissioner on Human Tights (OHCHEY  Irowas held in Manila from
Cigtober 1A to 17, 2007,

Rusource persens [rom the Philippine government, the CHEE Philippinus,
the Asia-Pacific Forum (APF) Secrctarial, as well as experts from existing
MHRIs in Asiy, including those from India, Seuth Korea and S Lanka
spoke aboul various aspects of national instiluliens, The Office of the High
Connissioner o Tloman Rights (OTHCTIRY was represented by Gianng
Muagneseni, senior human rishis officer of the OHCHREs Mulicnal
Institutinms Lhisir,

Speaking an the Philipping Expetience, Executive Secretary Eduarde 12
Frmita,  Chairman of the Presidentiol Human Rights Commiites,  {nld
participants  examples ol cooperation  between  Government and  the
independent CHEE. {See related article)

CHEP Chairperson Purificacion OV, Quisumbing highlighted that that {he
Philippines’ Comnission was established in 1987 under the new Philippine
Conslitutions — presdating by sl years the adoption in 1993 of the "aris
Pringiples by the United MNations General Assemnbly (UMNGA). She pointed
ot that the CHEP wonks very olusely with civil society, Whils it monitors
governmenl complinnes, CHIRP is alse adviser and  facilitstor (or
povernment humae rights projects.  [L bas been very active in pulting
huma rights in ASEAN documents, including the draft ASEAN Charlur.

dembers from the independent Mational 1R [nstitutions of Southeast Asi,
Lo Indenesia, Malavsia, the Philippioes and Thailand {known as the
ASEAN-4Y wnderlined their efforts at repional cooperation in the areas of
commmen interest such as  huwman righls education, migrant workers,
trafTicking of women and children, br and terrorism, and cconamic, sacial
anel cultural rights,

T their concluding stalement, workshop participants agreed thal their
arganizations all: "Acknowledge the comprehensive overview given and
discussions held o the establishment of MHRIs, their histarieal and legal
backproand, the minimue standacds M have to contply witl, a5 well
as he core Munelions, main features and methods of operation o MHR 1=, @

“Recognize the imporlance of taking necessary measures in order Lo
establish NHREs in compliance with the Paris Principles, *

"Emphasize the impodance of sensitizing Governments, Parliaments, and
other relevant naticomal stakehalders on the values and henefits af
establishing NHRIs, and™

“Recagnize the assislanee, supporl and advise from OHCHR, UN Coutry
Temns, and e commitment of support from APF and ollier NHE[s in Asia
in establishing NURTs that may be mude available at the request of
homber States ' m
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Current Challenges: v
ADDRESSING KILLINGS OF ACTIVISTS

AND MEDIA PROFESSIONALS

Moo other human rights dssue currently teeeives as much

attention as that of killings of activists and media practitioners
attention from the  press, the public, the international

commumity, and the Philipping Government jizelf,

L President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and officials of her
Administration have repeatedly condemned such human rights
violations in nouncertain terms.

Most recently, this Oclober, she ordered the PP and AEP (o
take active steps prevent any such human rights violations by
tmen in uniform, This includes instructions and trainings that
all men in uniform understand that these killings are not part
of state poticy and will not be wlerate:d,

This iz on top of earlier instuctions to investivate internal
cases of killings, cooperate with the criminal justice svstem 1o
bring rogue elements through the system, and apply internal
disciplinary mechanisms when appropriale,

When the new Director-General of the Plilippine National
Police Aveline Razon took over the reins on Oulobar | the
Tresident told him to make measures to sulve and prevent such
killings his legacy. (related story, New Leadership at Key
Agpencies)

More lhan seventy cases have been filed in courl against
suspected perpetrators of these killings.  Six persons have
beei convicled.

The Department of hustice (D00 has intensified its efforts 1o
prosecute these cases

On L0 Qctober 2007, Departmend Order (007 Moo 841 was
issued, ditecting all prosecutors W expedie and prioritlze
cases of human rights and extrajudicial killings.

This also directs all handling prosceutors 1o pive utmost
priority to said cases by conducting marathon preliminary
investization that all cases must be resolved within the
prescribed period of sixty {600 days o date of Gling with
afy prosecution office

Since 2006 the President has given directives to address the
issue of political vinlence and killings. Some of these actions
laken  are the following: The establishment of 'Task Force
UEIG al the Philippine Matiomal Police (PMP) fo investigate
political and media killings; Creation of the Independent
Commission to Address Media and Activist Killings {(Melo
Commission); Strengthening of the Presidential Human Righ

Committee; Strengthening of the Witness Protection Prograin,
Focused effort to incrense jprosecutions and convictions,
including the  establishment by the DOJ of Task Force of
Mrosecutors on [luman Wights and Lixeea-Judicial Killings to
prosecute political killings: Strengthening of the Commission

,. iBhi[Eppiﬁe Buman Rights Digest |

the “command responsibility” concept within Armed Forces of
the Philippines with the creation of the AFD luman Rights
CHMice; Creation of the PMNP Human Rights Affairs Office @
[ncrewsed cooperation of govermment agencics with the CHER;
and - Encournging multi-sectoral dialogue on the political
killiogs tssue

The Presidential Thuman Rights Committee plays an important
role i reselving alleped/suspected extrajudicial killings and
enforeed disappearances. ‘The PHRC created and maintains a
consolidaled database of cases, with information from e
FME, DO, and Tudiciary, This is a tool for the Administration
o menitor the progress of individual cases as well as systemic
Cunctions.

The President lias instructed the creation of a special working
group, under the PHRC, o coordinate policies and actions
towards  the reselution of cases of  Alleged/Suspected
Extrajudicial Killings, Enforced Tsappearances and Torture.
Members of the group inchule the representatives from the
Departments of Justice and of National Defense, the military,
the police, and the Matioeal Burean of [nvestigation, Input of
viluable  organizations  such  as  the  judiciary, CHR,
COmbudsman, and Integrated Bar of the Philippines and civil
society organizations participate as ohservers.

FPhis special working proup continues the work an the strategic
work plan that moves the President's directives forward and
fnenses on ioter-agency cooperation and coordination. 14 s
arpanized  according to O thematic arcas:  investipation,
wilngss protection, prosecution, judiclal process, capacity-
buildinig, and monitaring,

The Witness Prolection Program, which was created under
Bepublic Act No. 6981, is currently implementing the
following efforts and refrms aimed at addressing the needs of
prospective withesses In nedia and political killings, human
tights violations, among others: Regional State Prosecutor’s
who are the Program’s implemenlers in the regions have been
directed Lo to liberalize admission requirements, particularly
when threat level on foma fide witnesses in media amd political
killings is high.

A multi-apency task force on humanitarian assistance to
victin's families has been created, led hy the Presidential
Adwviser on the Peace Process, linmediate assistance such as
medical and funeral costs are extended, as well as longer-lerm
assistance such as scholarships for children.

The Government looks [orward 1o increased momentum on its
eftorts soon, thanks generous offers of forcign assistance to
reinforce national capabilities to investigate these crimes,
strengthen our capacity to protect human rights, and promote
lwman rights education, parlicularly from Anstralia, Japan, the
LS, and the Curopean Ui,

Az one of the earliest member States of the United Mations, a
signatory to efeven Human Rights instrurments including all of
the seven core instroments, and a member of the Homan
Rights Council, the Philippines reiterates its deep commitmean
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