MABUHAY!

Welcome to the Philippines

CUSTOMS INFORMATION
FOR TRAVELLERS

All persons and baggage are subject o search al
any fime, (Sections 2210 & 2212, Customs Law)

General Provisions

All articles, when imported from any foreign country irdo the
Philippines, shall be subject to duty and tax upon each
importation, even though previously exported from  the
Philippines, except as otherwise specifically provided in the
Customs Code or in other laws

Prohibited and Regulated Articles

The unlawful importation of prohibited articles (i.e., marjuana
opium, heroin, cocaine or any other narcofics or synthetic
drugs like shabu; firearms and explosives and pars thereaf,
obscene or immoral articles! materalsiobjects; drugs for
ifegaliunlawful aborion; adulterated or misbranded arficles of
food or drugs; gambling outfits and paraphemalia; toy guns;
used clothing and rags; elephant [/ ivery tusks products) and
regulated items (.e., transceivers, DVDs, VCDs, confrolled
chemicals / substances/ precursors) regard-less of quanfity
constitute a violation of Philippine Customs Laws and may
subject you to criminal prosecution andfor fines and penaliies.

Agricultural and Wildiife Products

Agriculfure quarantine restricts the eniry of animal, fish and
plant products or their by products (such as meat, eggs, birds
fruits, eic.). Transport of endangered species and their by-
products 15 also restricted’ prohibited by wildiife regulations
Likewise, axport of such products/by-products must be refered
to quaranting officers 1o ensure compliance with Philipping
regulations and requirements of country of destination. Fafure
to oblain prior import andfor export permit from: Philipping
Department of Agricullure together with coresponding h=alth.
sanitary or phytosanitary cerificate from country of origin anc
to declare the same may result to seizure, fines andio
penatties,

Currency Regulations

It is illegal for any incoming or oulgoing passenger to bring ir
of out Philippine Pesas in excess of P10,000.00 without pric:
authority from the Bangke Sentral ng Pllipinas. Any violation o
this rule may lead to the seizure of the same and may subjeel
you to civil penalties and/or criminal prosecition. (BSP
Circular 98-1995)
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The tran‘\s,p\ulnation of foreign currency or monetary

instruments regardless of the amount is legal. However,
the carrying of foreign currency in excess of US$10,000.00
or its equivalent in other foreign "currencies must be
deciared to a Customs Officer or the Bangko Sentral ng
Filipinas. Violation of this rule may lead to seizure and
expose you to sanctions, fines andfor penalties (BSP
Circular 308 as amended by Circular Mo, 314)

Exemptions/Duty-Free Concessions

Adult Passengers:
o Two (2) reams of cigarette or two (2) tins tobacco
o Two {2} bottles of liquor or wine not exceeding one
(1) liter per bottle,

Balikbayans and Owverseas Filiping Workers (OFWs) are
entited to a Ten Thousand (10,000.00) Pesos duty
exemption on their USED personal and household effects
and any excess thereof is subject to an ad valorem duty
{Executive Order 206). In addition, OFWSs are entitled to
duty and tax-free priviiege on their USED appliances
limited to one of every kind in a given calendar year
provided the value does not exceed PHP 10,000.00. Any
excess is subject to duty and tax.

The amount of duty to be paid shall be determined by the
Customs Officer. Rate of duty imposed would depend on
the articles imported. Please have all your receipts and/for
supporting documents ready for presentation to the
Customs Officer.

Duty-Free Shopping

All passengers arriving from abroad can avail of the duty
free one-time shopping privilege within the prescribed
number of days from the date of arrival, upon presentation
of a valid passport, fight ticket and boarding pass.
Philippine duty-free shops, which are operated by Duty
Free Philippines, are retail establishments licensed by the
government to sell duty and tax-free merchandise o cater
to travelers and balikbayans. Frequent travelers can enjoy
up to US$10,000 worth of duty-free shopping privileges in
a given calendar year.

However, duty-free shopping is subject to  certain
conditions and limitations. Purchases must be made in

US dollars or its equivalent in Philippine Peso and ether
acceptable foreign currencies. This privilege is not rans-
erable {except for kabuhayan shopping). Balikbayan
privileges can only be availed once a year. Minors are not
allowed to buy cigareties, liquors, wines, electronics, and
home appliances. Tourists buying home appliances and
glectronics is subject to duties and faxes.

Duty-Free Shopping Limitations

Amount

Balikhayans:

& 1B years old and above — US$4,500.00 ($1,000 for
consumables, $1,500 for consumer durables and
$2,000 exclusively for kabuhayan shoepping privilege)

O Minors (below 18 years old) - US$250.00

Other Passengers
O 18 years old and above - US$1,000.00
{consumables only)
O Mincrs (below 18 years ofd) ~ US$250.00

Quantity

Cigarette - (two) 2 reams

Tobacco = (two) 2 tins

Liguor / wine — (two) 2 bottles

Mon-consumable items exceeding US$200.00 -
one (1) item

Period {one-time shopping):

O Balikbayans — within 15 days from day of arrival,
within 30 days from date of arrival during
Christmas season (15 November to 15 January)

O Senior Citizens and Handicapped Balikbayan —
within one (1) year from date of arrival in the
country

& Other passengers — within forty-eight (48) hours
from date of arrival
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“ﬁ Balikbayan Categories

O Filipino citizen who has been continuously out of
the Philippines for a period of at least one (1) year
from the date of last depariure;

O AFiliping Cverseas Worker (OFW); or






